
The journey of Gerrit and 

Jannetje Eenigenburg to 

America  



Departure 

On Monday 16th April 

1849 Gerrit en Jannetje 

set out on their big 

adventure. 

 

They went on board a 

Frisian tjalk at 

Krabbendam with their 

four children and twelve 

other families.   



They sailed over the North Holland Canal, which had 

been completed in 1824, and formed a direct and fast 

connection from Den Helder to  Amsterdam. They 

reached Amsterdam in less than a day and continued 

from there on to Rotterdam.  

Krabbendam 

Amsterdam 



{ 

The harbour of Rotterdam looked like this in 1849. It 

must have been impressive for the families used to 

living in the quiet countryside of North Holland. In 

Rotterdam they boarded a coastal steamer that took 

them further south to Le Havre in France.  



Le Havre was an important port of departure for emigrants to 

America. Many Germans also emigrated via Le Havre and 

specialised emigration agencies such as ‘Die Hoffnung’ or ‘The 

Hope’ provided travel from Germany to Rotterdam, Le Havre 

and New York. Maybe Gerrit and Jannetje made their journey 

with an agency like this. 



Le Havre..... 



 

 

Gerrit, Jannetje and the 

other families were to 

sail on the American 

ship “Massachusetts”.  

 

The ship had already 

arrived in Le Havre on 

11th April, carrying 

cotton from  

Appalachiola, Florida.  

     

   The families had to wait four days before they could go on 

board. In the meantime they stayed in the city where the 

poor people lived crowded together in unsanitary 

conditions. 

 



On 26th April the  “Massachusetts” finally set sail for 

New York with 169 passagiers.  

Along with the Eenigenburg families there were many 

other emigrants from Switserland, Germany and 

France on board.   

 
 



A typical emigrant ship 

 

Only the wealthy passengers could go on deck in the fresh 

air. Other passengers, like our families, travelled below 
decks in the crowded and dark holds.  The women and 

children slept on benches and the men slept on the floor. 

  



In a galley there was a long iron stove where the women 

cooked the food they had brought with them.  

Conditions were unhygienic and illnesses soon broke out.  

 

28 passengers died of Asian cholera, including Gerrit en 

Jannetje’s three youngest children.     
   
 
 
 



On June 8th 1849 the  ‘Massachusetts’ arrived in New 

York, after 42 days at sea. 



Sick passengers were not directly admitted on arrival 

but were placed in quarantine. Jannetje and her only 

surviving daughter  Trijntje, had to stay in New York in 

quarantine, whilst the other families continued their 

journey.  Jannetje and Trijntje recovered and six 

weeks later Gerrit and his family could leave New York 

to rejoin the others.  



In the meantime the other families had travelled ahead. 

From  New York they took a paddle steamer and travelled  

north up the Hudson River to Troy. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Troy the families got on to a canal barge that would 

take them to Buffalo over the Erie Canal. 

 
 



{ 

 
 
 
 
Troy is  het meest oostelijke punt van het 584 km Erie  
 
 
 
  
The  Erie Canal had been opened  in 1825 and 

formed an important connection between New York 

and cities in the Mid-West such as Chicago and 

Detroit.     



The canal barges were drawn by horses just as they 

were in the Netherlands. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Buffalo the travellers changed boats for the last 

time. This time they boarded the paddle steamer “The 

Keystone State” that took them over the Great Lakes 
to Chicago.  



68 days after their departure from  Krabbendam they 

reached Chicago. At last the families could start their 

new life in America! 



End 
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